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HOUSE BI LL 1178

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2013 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Lytton, Maxwell, Santos, Seaquist, Reykdal,
Sul l'ivan, Fitzgi bbon, Ryu, Pollet, Stanford, Tharinger, and Jinkins

Read first tine 01/18/13. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to authorizing alternative assessnents of basic
skills for teacher certification; anmending RCW 28A. 410.220; and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the use of a
basic skills test as an entrance requirenent to teacher certification
prograns has wunintentionally created a barrier to the effective
recruitnment of candidates from underrepresented popul ations who are
otherwse qualified for the program Therefore, the |legislature
intends to expand the pool of potential teacher candi dates by expandi ng
the types of testing instrunments and assessnents that may be used to
measure basic skills. The legislature intends to review any
alternative assessnents to ensure that candi dates nust conti nue to neet
the established standards for adm ssion to a teacher certification
program

Sec. 2. RCW28A. 410.220 and 2008 ¢ 176 s 2 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:
(1)(a) Beginning not |ater than Septenber 1, 2001, the WAshi ngton
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pr of essi onal educator standards board shall nmake available and pilot a
means of assessing an applicant's know edge in the basic skills. For
t he purposes of this section, "basic skills" neans the subjects of at
| east reading, witing, and mathematics. Begi nning Septenber 1, 2002,
except as provided in (c) and (d) of this subsection and subsection (4)
of this section, passing this assessnent shall be required for
adm ssion to approved teacher preparation prograns and for persons from
out-of-state applying for a W shington state residency teaching
certificate.

(b) On an individual student basis, approved teacher preparation
prograns may admt into their progranms a candi date who has not achi eved
the m ni numbasic skills assessnent score established by the Washi ngton
pr of essi onal educator standards board. Individuals so admtted may not
receive residency certification wthout passing the basic skills
assessnment under this section.

(c) The Washington professional educator standards board may
establish criteria to ensure that persons from out-of-state who are
applying for residency certification and persons applying to master's
degree |evel teacher preparation prograns can denonstrate to the
board's satisfaction that they have the requisite basic skills based
upon havi ng conpl et ed anot her basic skills assessnent acceptable to the
Washi ngton professional educator standards board or by sone other
alternative approved by the Washi ngton professional educator standards
boar d.

(d) The Washington professional educator standards board may
identify and accept other tests and test scores as long as the tests
are conparable in rigor to the basic skills assessnent and candi dates
neet or exceed the basic skills requirenents established by the board.
The board_ nust set the acceptable score_ for_ adm ssion_to_teacher
certification prograns at no | ower than the average national scores for
the SAT or ACT.

(2) The Washi ngt on professional educator standards board shall set
performance standards and devel op, pilot, and inplenent a uniform and
externally admnistered professional-level certification assessnent
based on denonstrated teaching skill. In the devel opnent of this
assessnent, consideration shall be given to changes in professiona
certification programconponents such as the cul mnating sem nar.

HB 1178. SL p. 2
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(3) Beginning not |ater than Septenber 1, 2002, the WAashington
prof essi onal educator standards board shall provide for the initia
piloting and inplenentation of a neans of assessing an applicant's
know edge in the subjects for which the applicant has applied for an
endorsement to his or her residency or professional teaching
certificate. The assessnent of subject know edge shall not include
i nstructional nethodol ogy. Beginning Septenber 1, 2005, passing this
assessnent shal | be required to receive an endorsenent for
certification purposes.

(4) The Washi ngton professional educator standards board may permt
exceptions fromthe assessnent requirenents under subsections (1), (2),
and (3) of this section on a case-by-case basis.

(5) The Washington professional educator standards board shall
provi de for reasonabl e accommodati ons for individuals who are required
to take the assessnents in subsection (1), (2), or (3) of this section
if the individual s have | earning or other disabilities.

(6) Wth the exception of applicants exenpt fromthe requirenents
of subsections (1), (2), and (3) of this section, an applicant nust
achieve a mninmm assessnent score or scores established by the
Washi ngton professional educator standards board on each of the
assessnents under subsections (1), (2), and (3) of this section.

(7) The Washington professional educator standards board and
superi ntendent of public instruction, as determ ned by the Washi ngton
pr of essi onal educator standards board, may contract with one or nore
third parties for:

(a) The devel opnent, purchase, admnistration, scoring, and
reporting of scores of the assessnments established by the Washington
pr of essi onal educator standards board under subsections (1), (2), and
(3) of this section;

(b) Related clerical and adm nistrative activities; or

(c) Any conbination of the purposes in this subsection.

(8) Applicants for adm ssion to a Washington teacher preparation
program and applicants for residency and professional certificates who
are required to successfully conplete one or nore of the assessnents
under subsections (1), (2), and (3) of this section, and who are
charged a fee for the assessnent by a third party contracted w th under
subsection (7) of this section, shall pay the fee charged by the
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contractor directly to the contractor. Such fees shall be reasonably
related to the actual costs of the contractor in providing the
assessnent .

(9) The superintendent of public instruction is responsible for
supervi sion and provi di ng support services to adm nister this section.

(10) The Washington professional educator standards board shall
col l aboratively select or develop and inplenent the assessnents and
m ni mum assessnent scores required wunder this section wth the
superi ntendent of public instruction and shall provide opportunities
for representatives of other interested educational organizations to
participate in the selection or devel opnment and i npl enentation of such
assessnments in a manner deened appropriate by the \Washington
pr of essi onal educator standards board.

(11) The Washington professional educator standards board shall
adopt rul es under chapter 34.05 RCWthat are reasonably necessary for
the effective and efficient inplenentation of this section.

Passed by the House April 22, 2013.

Passed by the Senate April 12, 2013.

Approved by the Governor May 10, 2013.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 10, 2013.
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